Report from GCC Cllr Tom Bradley  - March 2026

Highways
· Ford bridge repairs - not in parish but worth noting - road closed 5th May - 26th June (pedestrian access maintained) - work to look at specific amends we can make to minimise disruption
Council
· Last month was our Budget meeting at Shire Hall. I had major concerns regarding a number of proposals, and sadly these were all approved with our amendments voted down. As a result, council tax will increase by the maximum permitted amount, borrowing will increase, and the highways local budgets which councillors had access to have been abolished.
· Cllr Corps and I had a positive meeting with local farmers and NFU representatives at Shire Hall to discuss the impact of the family farm tax and other pressures our agricultural community is facing. In particular we discussed how we as councillors can help and what the Council can be doing. As a result, we put forward a motion at this month's full council meeting to look at prioritising local produce through the County Council's procurement. This was unanimously approved.
· At this month's full council meeting the new administration approved a motion to support a future application to join the Bristol-led West of England Combined Authority. I am absolutely certain that this is the wrong decision for the county and voted against the motion. The Conservative group will continue to campaign for all options to remain open, including looking at a "Shires" option with Worcestershire and Herefordshire or a "Mercia" option with Worcestershire and Warwickshire.
· At this month's Environment Scrutiny Committee I raised this issue of poor quality pothole repairs and failing repairs. I have asked that Committee are provided with the data on this going forward and that performance reviews of the maintenance contract include this. To date, this date has not been collated or used.
Other
· Nayles Barn Quarry - I have formally submitted an objection to their permission and have asked for it to be called into Committee. 
· Grange Hill Quarry - I have raised your concerns with the quarrying enforcement team, who are now leading an active investigation into breaches at Grange Hill Quarry. They are expecting a new planning application from the operator imminently, which I will alert you to when this comes through. If necessary I will look to also call in this application.
· Minerals & Quarrying Strategy - GCC will be consulting on a new strategy in the autumn, which will be a key moment for us to put forward our views on quarrying in the North Cotswolds cluster and to look for more stringent planning conditions. I will share updates on this as and when I receive them
· MHCLG launched their formal consultation on local government reorganisation in Gloucestershire. The consultation closed on the 26th March and we expect a final Ministerial decision this summer.
· I have continued to help local residents on a number of issues.
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