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	Naunton Parish Council




 Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting for the 
Parish of Naunton, held in Naunton Village Hall 
at 8.00 pm on Monday 27th July 2026

Present:  Cllr Charles Hanks (Chairman), Cllr Gibberson (Vice Chairman), Cllr David Pickup, Cllr Keith Russell, Cllr James. Two members of the public.
In attendance: Maxi Freeman (Clerk) 

1. The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Annual Parish meeting. 
2. Apologies None as all attended. 
3. Minutes. Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 20th May 2025 were approved by Councillors and signed by the Chairman. 
4. Reports (Note:  Only highlights of the reports are included here.  Full reports are available on the website: www.naunton-pc.gov.uk.) 
· CDC Councillor Len Wilkins
Three proposals for a new unitary authority were submitted to the Government, which chose a single unitary authority for Gloucestershire. Following the resignation of the leader of CDC, Joe Harris, Mike Evemy was named as his successor.  

Four important parts of the CDC Local Plan were made obsolete (Policies DS1 – 4). To prevent over development CDC has started to produce an updated Local Plan which complies with the Government’s decision to that CDC permits 18,650 homes over the next 18 years – double the previous requirement. There will be major new developments mainly in the north and south of the county.  

Due to the difficulties staffing the planning enforcement service, external agents are being sought.  Lastly, the Band D Council Tax increased by £5 per property for 2026/27.


· St Andrew’s Parish Church and its Parochial Church Council - report from Judy Hill, Hon Sec, Parochial Church Council. 
There have been a number of changes in the year 2025 – 26, with a new Treasurer and a new Hon Secretary.  In addition, Revd Sue Pestell retired and, after a long vacancy Revd Anne Curtis has joined as priest in charge of the benefice.   The usual frequency of services was maintained during the vacancy, supported by visiting clergy and the usual events have also taken place.  St Andrews Church has a new heating system, installed by volunteers led by Lawrence Houlden.   Thanks go to all those who keep the church open and such a happy place.

· Naunton Dovecote Trust – Report from Penelope Hanks, Chairman, Naunton Dovecote Trust
The second part of the building project has been completed and a disabled  W.C. and small kitchen unit are now in use.  The project was delayed as the pipes which had been installed were the wrong for a site so close to the river and Thames Water would not connect the water supply.  Teh W.C. will be open over summer for anyone to use.  

The next project will be re-roofing the stable block.  Further funds will need to be raised to complete this work. 

· Village Hall Committee – Report from Pat Boult, Chairman, Social Committee 
The Social Committee hosted numerous events during the year including monthly breakfasts, occasional Friday Lounge, two performances by the Rain or Shine company,  the annual bonfire and fireworks event, the annual Cheese & Wine night, and the bi-annual New Years Eve dinner and the annual Progressive Supper, which attracted some new village residents.  Teh Fun Day & Dog Show had to be postponed due to heavy storms but took place on July 25th.  Open Garden Day saw 11 village gardens open to the public.  A record number of visitors attended.

The Committee donated to Kate’s Home  Nursing and the North Cotswold Food bank with the proceeds of the Open Gardens Day and one of the theatre performances.

· Flood Relief Committee – Report from Keith Russell
The annual river clearing took place in October 2025 and was well supported, with two teams making sure the river was completely clear.  The water level is now low.  The next clearance will be on 31st October 2026  starting at 10.00 t the Dovecote for 2 hours.  Some equipment will be provided but please bring your own wellingtons and any other suitable equipment if possible. 

· Naunton Cricket Club – Report from Scott Keating, Chairman
This year the club has grown again, with several younger players joining.  There continues to be strong support from the village at the games and the Friday night socials.  Sunday cricket has been re introduced with good attendance from the village.  

Manager Josh Fielding has enabled excellent performances with high scoring and late come backs from an excellent team.  Thanks to all the committee members, Charlie Hanks  and to the village community as, without their support, donations and attendance the club would not be what it is. 


5. 	Annual report from the Chairman of the Parish Council – Cllr Charles Hanks
The Chairman thanked everyone for their reports and noted that the village was still a very vibrant community.  He encouraged residents and village organisations to contact the parish council to see if they could help with funding for any village improvement projects. 

As well as the usual items which the PC covers, other main points include:

· Keeping the amount of the precept that the PC received at the same level as last year
· Continuing to pay back the village hall loan
· Maintaining the children’s playground to recognised RoSPA standards
· Donating £1000 to the Dovecote Society to help with the building project
· Recruiting a new councillor, Wendy James, to bring the council up to full capacity.  A minimum of three councillors is needed for a meeting to take place. 
· Investigating a 20 mph limit for the village.  This would have proved expensive so the PC installed ‘20’s plenty’ signs which may have had some effect. The PC will investigate further in 2026 – 27.
· Upgraded the website and email to meet .gov.uk standards.

Topics for the PC to address next year include new grit bins, ways to reduce crime, support for new village projects, maintenance of village assets, speeding.  The current clerk has retired after nearly 10 years and the PC is actively looking for a replacement.  

The Chairman then thanked Councillors Pickup, Russell, Gibberson and James and village representatives for their contributions and commitment to serving the community.  Without volunteers, many village events would struggle and the village would not be the enj9yable place to live that it is. 

6. Questions from the floor to be answered by Councillors
None.


Signed ………………………………………………………  			Date: 21st September 2026
Chairman
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